THE ARGUS
Shohola Celebrates Itʼs 70th Summer!

Over the years, Shohola has faced its hardships and highpoints,
but the sight of this summer being the 70th summer of business and
enjoyment was a joyful sight for all involved. When the staff entered
into this year, they had no idea what they were in for and how amazing this summer would become. Starting off with the reunion taking
place right before the camp season officially started, many faces from
recent to distant past graced Camp Shohola with their presence once
again. From all the way into the 1950’s, the stories flowed around the
tables and long lost friends were reunited on the same site they once
met. Many of the new and recently acquired staff partook in numerous conversations with past campers and staff, and learned about why
Camp Shohola is a symbol for both brotherhood and family. There
was even the returning point of the Most Improved trophy for horseback riding , which had left Camp Shohola for exactly thirty years
before coming back this year. Also, the numerous name plates that
once resided on each one of the cabins on the hill were auctioned off
and the proceeds were given to the Shohola Scholarship fund to help
other children experience the same live-giving experiences Camp
Shohola has to offer. When all was done, the preparation for the greatest summer yet on record began in the blink of an eye. As campers
rolled in, and weeks passed, there was a sense of true magic in the
air. This, Camp Shohola is the beginning of the greatest summer yet.
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“S” Winners Declared!
Throughout the summer at
Camp Shohola, there are a few
campers who shine above the rest.
These men are recognized through
an award called the “Shohola S”.
To win this award, you must
surpass regular camp standards
set in the cabin, be a leader
amongst other campers, and be
the person who makes camp
more enjoyable for everyone
else. The “S” winners have been
chosen for their optimistic view
around camp, as well as for
their kindness towards others.
Not only must these campers
stand out in a family of amazing
campers and be recognized by
their peers, but they must also
catch the eye of their counselors.
To win the “S”, a camper must
receive an 80% staff vote
agreeing that he should win.
This honor is much cherished,
and the recipients should be
congratulated thoroughly. These
campers are recognized as being
the best of the best on camp, and are
a true representation of the Camp
Shohola spirit that we all truly
look for in a friend and a camper.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THIS MONTH’S
“S” WINNERS!
Teddy Bhatia
Cabin 3

Luis Zubieta
Cabin 8

Alex Wetzler
Cabin 11

Zander Bhatia
Cabin 11

Nate Hess
Cabin 15

Edward Hoffman
Cabin 15

SHOHOLA SPORTS
HITTIN’ OUTTA THE PARK!
SAM FOX-HALPERIN
CABIN 6
Baseball is one of my
favorite classes at Camp Shohola.
As a warm-up, we do throwing
drills. We also do hitting drills
like home run derby and every
so often a Little League World
Series. Practicing fielding drills
helps to keep our playing ability
balanced, and we do drills like
ground ball knockouts and
live batting practice. Oliver

Umpleby and Marshall Rader
are the main teachers and do
a really good job teaching the
class; showing us how to play
the game well. We also work
on hand-eye coordination
by playing with two balls.
Overall, I think Baseball is a
good class and it has helped me
improve my skills in the game.

PUSHIN’ PAST THE PAIN
ELIAS WOLMAN
ab workouts and sprints. In the
CABIN 6
class, we worked with tires
I am in LC Conditioning.
The point of this class is to
improve your strength and
stamina. We do suicides and
super suicides. These are when
you do a regular suicide, but on
the first sprint you do push-ups;
second sprint you do sit-ups;
third you do burpees; and fourth
you do squat jumps. We also do

to help build up our muscles.
I like Conditioning because
it helps me get stronger. I
want to push myself so I
can be the best. I really love
Conditioning and today, I
took a water cooler all the way
from the soccer field to the hill
without any help. It is a great
class and you should take it.

PUTT PUTT FOR A HOLE IN ONE
WILL KULOK
CABIN 7
Usually once a week we
Golf class with Tom,
Andy, and Bryan makes a great
use of an hour of your day. We do
friendly games, and sometimes
competitions for an extra canteen.
Plus, if you like hot dogs, Golf
class is the place to be. In Golf,
we play all sorts of fun games.
For example, the teacher sets a
par number to a hole. The hold
is far enough not to overshoot,
yet it is close enough to not be
able to undershoot. The games
are amazing; in fact, it is like
you are at a real golf course.

(5A class) go to “The Lynx”.
To go, you need to be in Golf
or be amazing at the sport. But,
there is a limited amount of
room on the trip so you have to
be prepared to quickly sign up
for the trip. After playing golf,
we eat at a restaurant and are
able to have soda. All of this
is because we have a passion
for the sport, and the teachers
want to reward us for that. If
you like what you hear, then
Golf class is the place for you!

SHOOTIN’ FOR THE GOLD
MAX COLEMAN
CABIN 7
Riflery is so much fun.
It is safe because it is locked
up after class. You can take it
with your friends. In the class,
you can shoot targets and try
to shoot through the bullseye.
When you shoot, you can look
through the sight on the gun
and you use the sight to have a
better aim for the target. If you

are not good at shooting: keep
trying. When I did riflery a year
ago, I was not really that good
at shooting. But, this year, I am
much better and have learned
how to shoot better and how to
hold the gun properly. This shows
that you should keep trying and
you will get better. Sometimes,
we get to shoot apples and its
really fun watching them explode.

ROUGH AND TUMBLIN’
NICK CHIRICO
counselors
CABIN 15
For most people, the first
class of the day is idealy a calm
or somewhat slow class such
as Fishing or Stained Glass.
However, in the 1A class of
Mixed Martial Arts, the energy
is overwhelming and excitement
level is turned up to full power.
It’s the perfect way to start the
day. The main counselor: Ty
Brooks, always knows what he is
doing and it make the class that
much more enjoyable because
of his knowledge of the sport
and is ever-existent sense of
humor. With a whole assortment
of campers ranging from Cabin
1 to the Working Seniors, it
makes it quite difficult for the

to make lessons
that are universally able to
be done my all campers. The
counselors do really well in
the class showing simple
ways and using simple terms
to help everyone understand
the class and how to do it.
For myself, fighting and
wrestling has always been
something I enjoy doing,
but due to its popularity not
matching that of sports such
as basketball and soccer, not
as many people are interested
in taking the class. Since it is
so underrated by its lack of
popularity, it is amazing to
see it offered here at camp.
Due to this, I think it is
my favorite class on camp.

SHOHOLA WATER
WIND IN MY FACE, FEET ON MY BOARD
ALEX WETZLER
CABIN 11

SAIL ACROSS THE WORLD
JADON HOFFMAN
CABIN 6
used right or breaks, the

Sailing is one of
my favorite classes. In
Sailing, they teach you
how to tack and untack
the sailboat. I taught one
of my teachers how to
sail because he did not
actually know how. Each
part of the sail boat has
a specific name and job.
If one of the parts is not

sailboat will not work
properly. We go out on
the lake and get to sail
back and forth across the
lake using the wind to
push us. It takes a while
to learn, but after you get
the hang of it, it becomes
pretty easy. Sailing is
a very good class and
you should take it.

Windsurfing class is
an awesome class. It is like
sailing, but instead uses a
board and a different kind
of balance to maneuver
around the lake. I have fun
every single class, even
though I am far from the best
in the class. The teachers
are Miguel Pallares and
Wesley Cotter. The class is
also very fun because you
always get wet, and it feels
great on a regularly boiling
hot day. This past week the
temperatures went up almost
to 100 degrees and it was

great being on the lake
rather than sitting in the hot
sun all day. I have learned
how to work with the wind
and where to put my feet on
the board to maneuver the
sail in the right direction.
Also, we play games to
help us with our balance
on the board before we go
out to the lake with the sail
with no coordination at all.
I really enjoy Windsurfing
and encourage everyone
to try something new
while they are at camp
because you never know if
you are going to enjoy it.

KAY-YAK-YAK-YAK-ING
LORENZO OROZCO
CABIN 6
Kayaking
is
my
favorite activity because we
learn a lot of things down
at the waterfront like how
to paddle and how to do an
underwater escape. Also, it is
tons of fun because the rolls
we do with the kayak are
really cool to learn. Eduardo
Orozco and Andres Huacuja

make a great team because
they both are Mexican and
both are always happy. In
this week, I learned how
to make a barrel roll and
it was amazing. I want to
learn how to do a hand
roll later too. I really love
Kayaking class and I think
you should take it because
you will really enjoy it.

SHOHOLA TECH
DIGITAL ART: PHOTO STYLE
MICAH HARKINS
CABIN 11
While in Digital
Photography, you might
take your own pictures,
take pictures from the
online website for camp,
or make your own picture
and use Adobe Photoshop
to edit the picture into what
you imagine. All of these
are entertaining and worth
doing, but I believe the best
is editing a picture from
online because you can

make it your own and leads
to great results. It is usually
a small class, so you can
always get a turn with the
cameras or a computer.
Using the computer, you
can take someone who is
diving into the water and
instead make them dive into
pudding or something like
that. Digital Photography
is worth signing up for
so you should do it.

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!
BENJI PRICKETT
CABIN 5
Video
Production
is one of my favorite
activities ouf of all of the
activities offered at camp.
Video Production is very
fun because you are able to
make your own movies. My
favorite part is definitely
filming and working with
all the gear they have. Using
the different cameras and
learning the different angles
of shooting has helped me
understand how to shoot a

PHOTOSHOP PROFESSIONALISM
ALEX WETZLER
CABIN 11
While taking Digital
Photography, we learn
how to take good pictures,
and how to use Photoshop
to edit them. The class is
taught by Scotty Bamford.
So far, we have learned the
basics of using Photoshop.
In Photoshop, you can make
everything except for the one

thing in black and white, or
even making a picture with
a funny caption. I definitely
would take this class again. I
would like to go out and take
my own photos and work
with them to make a really
good edited picture that
almost looks real in itself.

better movie. The hardest
part about Video Production
class is putting in music and
gun flares so that they match
up with the right section of
the movie. Finding the right
music for a scene that needs
a dramatic build up or an
action scene with thrilling
chase music is quite
difficult. All in all, I think
Video Production is a great
activity and I think you
should take it if you can.

SHOHOLA ARTS
METAL BENDING ARTISTICALLY
EDWARD HOFFMAN
CABIN 15
circle. To remove the
I love taking Silvershop
class each year. There are so
many things to do and so many
projects to use your creativity
on. If you want, you can take a
saw and cut a shape in a sheet
of metal, or make anything
from a necklace to a ring for
someone at home. Then, you
can use the solder flame to
make it bond and create a full

ash
excess, you use the acid to
break it off then wash it. Then,
you can enamel the project
and make it have colors.
Polishing is the last step
before finishing the project.
Rings are the most popular
thing made in Silvershop.
I really like Silvershop
class and Reka does an
amazing job teaching it.

In Theatre class, we play
improv games like channel
switch, park bench, freeze,
party quirks, and much much
more. Most of the time we
practice for the play because
we have a lot to do before the
actual presentation of the play.
Usually we play improv games
before we practice for the play.
Theatre class meets during 5th
period on A days. Reka and

GLASS WITH CLASS
EDWARD HOFFMAN
CABIN 15
Stained Glass is one of
my favorite classes at Camp
Shohola. There are so many
designs that you can make that
are made up of hundreds of
pieces of glass geometrically
pieced together. We usually have
a radio playing to let us chill for
the period while we work on our
projects and make them amazing.
The class takes place right under
the Dining Hall in an area that
used to be the Working Senior
cabin long ago, and swapped
places with the Nanny Room a

SHAKESPEARE WANNA -BE’S
BAILEY HOFFMAN
CABIN 6

few years ago for more room.
Since it is under the Dining
Hall, if you are hungry, all
you have to do is grab a
piece of fruit from upstairs
and you do not have to walk
very far. Stained Glass is
an amazing class because it
makes me understand how
they make the masterpieces
that are for sale for close to
$50.00 regularly and I can
make one for free. I really
love Stained Glass class and
love going there every day.

Connor teach Theatre in the
Rec Hall. I love being in
the class because it allows
for just being yourself and
not really worrying how to
be cool. The things I have
learned like how to write
a play, how to act well,
and even how to act off of
someone else, have taught
me to really appreciate the
class and all it has to offer.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT AND LOVIN’ IT
CHARLIE MCFADDEN
CABIN 7
you will have to see how it
I take Theatre class
every A Day in 5th period. It
is one of the best parts of my
day each day. The directors of
Theatre are Connor Kelley and
Reka. Connor says that he has
enjoyed and loved the class for
the past three years. We are
working on the new play “The
Shoholiad” where Holly gets
kidnapped by Pine Forest Camp
and we have to get her back. I
play Duncan in the play, and

all “plays” out. When we are
not making great plays and
creating scenes of gold, we
are improv-ing and learning
how to improve out acting
skills. We play improv
games, which are games
that make us think on our
feet when we are acting. It
is one of my favorite classes
and I always have fun when
I am there. Join and see why
the class is oh so much fun!

SHOHOLA ACTI V ITIES
I’M ON A HORSE
OSCAR PANDAL
CABIN 10
When I came for my
first year, I took Riding. I knew
how to ride, but I was not
expecting all of the differences
camp had to offer. Here at
Camp Shohola, they teach you
everything from how to put the

saddle on the horse, to what
the positionings are for the
perfect walk, trot and canter
of the horse. They even
show you how to lead up to
the jump and how to make
the horse go over the jump.
I love Riding classes, even
though I did not take the class
this year, are still a lot of fun.
I really like the counselors

that teach the classes and they
know how to show you what
to do even though you have
never done it before. If you
take Riding, there are different
activities you can participate
in like going to a Rodeo or
even going to the fair at the
end of the year. Sometimes, on
hot days, we take the horses
down to the lake and have

them swim in the water while
we ride them. It is really cool
and it cools down the horses to
make them not too hot. We also
have different competitions with
other camps in the area, but our
most important one is the one
with Camp Netimus where we
battle our hardest for the gold.
I really like Riding and I am
definitely taking it next year.

TREES, MOSS, AND GREEN STUFF
JUDAH HAMMER
CABIN 15
Today was a fair
weathered day, nice and breezy
with clear skies. It was a
beautiful day to walk around
the forest and enjoy nature.
This is exactly what we did
in Nature today. We saw a lot
of cool plants and we also saw
a penny toad as well. I really
enjoy Nature class because

it makes you look around
and the environment camp
is set in and appreciate our
surrounding and how rarely
we actually get to see an
area so serene as the one we
are all in. Plus, at the end we
get to have a Nature Secret,
but if I told you what it was,
I would have to kill you.

ZIPPIN THRU BELAYIN’
DANIEL PERRY
CABIN 1
I like Ropes because it is
the best class. It is a lot of fun
and I do not know who teaches
it, but it is amazing. You get to
climb the wall, the spider web

and the low ropes course.
Sometimes, we get to use the
zip line and fly through the
forest over the creek. I think
Ropes class is really fun.

gold for the day. The counselors
from both camps tallied up the
scores, and were as shocked as
we were at the end when it ended
up being a tie at 71 points each. I
do not think there has ever been

a tie before either. All that I
know is that we will end up
beating them later anyways,
because that is just the way
Shohola does competitions:
leaving it all in the ring.

TIE? HOW CAN THERE BE A TIE?
LEVI HOFFMAN
CABIN 6
This year in the Shohola
vs Netimus Horse Show, we
did an amazing job competing
against the girls in all of the
events. The events were Walk,
Walk to Sitting Trot, Walk to
Posting Trot, Walk to Trot to
Canter, and Cross Jump. In most
of the events, the Hoffmans
got first place, and really did
well in the competition. The
horses we took with us were
Beamer: a golden pony, Carlos:

a brown horse with a white
dot, Snoopy: a Chestnut
who has been here before,
JD: an Appaloosa with
speckles all over his body,
and Charlie: a dark brown
Bay which was new this
year. The horseback riders
for Shohola really did their
best in the competitions,
and it came down to the
final competition to see
who would take home the

SHOHOLA TR ADITION
FIRE AND FAMILY
DARREN KASOFF
CABIN 15
It’s
Sunday
night.
Everyone has obtained and
stocked up on their delicious
and valuable canteens, as
well as their comfortable
pillows, waterbottles, and
flashlights.
Taking
their
sweatshirts and sandals from
storage, they are prepared
for the night. This all roots
from having the once a week
spectacle known as Campfire.
Campfire is a time for
silly songs and crazy games.
The ever-so-famous Crayola
Man/Fairy God Person works
his magic to start the warm,
delicate fire by repeating the
magic word “Shoop” (There
have been rumors of Crayola
Man/Fairy God Person being
Larry, the Camera Man, but

you can never believe these
rumors because they are
completely and utterly false).
Many campers have
lost their brothers due to
“Brother, Brother, Where art
thou Brother?”. Many songs
sung at Campfire include “The
Beaver Song”, “Young Folks,
Old Folks”, “Bear Hunt”,
“Three Jolly Fishermen”,
“Spearmint”, and much
much more! Every year, a
trick is done to a counselor
during campfire. One popular
trick that comes to mind
is the trick where water is
poured into a counselor’s
pants via a funnel. There is
also the Hungarian Beauty
Duty (now not so Hungarian)
where counselors use pick up
lines and compete to see who
is more suave to the women.
Too bad Oliver Umpleby
couldn’t even sit in the chair!

The chair was sneakily taken
away since it was covered by
a sheet, and when the sheet is
tight, it seems like the chair
is still there. It was taken
away so that he would make
a fool of himself, which he
ended up doing very well.
After all the fun and
games of Campfire, Duncan
settles the whole camp down
and reads a story to everyone.
We sit back and relax as we
listen closely to the exciting
story. Some of these stories
include “Lenigen and the
Ants”, “The Most Dangerous
Game”, “To Build A Fire”,
and “Smokers Inc.”. Then,
when everyone, and I mean
everyone, is at the edge of
their seats waiting to hear
the next plot twist, Duncan
cuts it off and forces a one
more week break from the
grabbing thriller. How cruel!

Last,
but
definitely
not least of all, we all get up
slowly and drowsily walk our
way to surround the fire and
sing Taps. For those who do
not know what Taps is it goes
a little something like this:
Day is done
Gone the sun
From the lakes
From the hills
From the sky
All is well
Safely rest
God is nye.
Campers make their way
down the hill and away from
campfire, walk steadily into
their cabin illuminatied by their
flashlights, and start to get ready
for bed. All that is ringing in
their minds as they gently fall
into slumber is, “I cannot wait
until next week’s campfire!”

TWO NICEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD
CHRIS GILKESON
CABIN 1
Hey guys, did you know
that Duncan Barger and Holly
Barger are so nice? This camp
was discovered in 1943. I am
in Cabin 1, which is the best
cabin. Duncan and Holly sit at
my table for breakfast, lunch
and dinner. When we go to
campfire, they always read
out the campers of the week,

SHOOTIN’ FOR DOUBLE SCOOPS
TOM SARRO
CABIN 15
inspection list that you have to
Cabin Clean Up consists
of you and your cabinmates
completely cleaning your
cabin. The way you can get
a perfect score is through
teamwork and maintaining the
responsibility for your own
job. You can lose points for
not doing your job properly
such as not making your beds.
There are different parts of the

pay attention to and make sure
you adhere by because if you
don’t, points will be taken off
from your score and you may
lose points for your cabin and not
get double scoops of ice cream
at the end of the week. If you do
your best, you will get to getting
double scoops, but Cabin Clean
Up is an art and is not something
to just mess around with.

and at the end, Duncan gets up
to read us all a really cool story.
They also give out sweatshirts
for everyone if they have been
here long, and make funny
skits. They know everyone’s
names. After campfire, we
go back to our cabins. I think
Duncan and Holly are the
nicest people in the world.

SHOHOLA TR ADITION
SNEAKIN’ IN THE DARK
the rock wall in the Ropes
ANTON SACHS
Course without being tagged
CABIN 7
out by one of the people sitting
If you are sneaky and you
like to go outside at night, then
this is the game for you! If you
want to play Stalk the Lantern,
you have to have strength, skills,
speed, and smarts. Instead of
the OD ringing the bell to have
campers go back to their cabins
at 9:00pm, everyone in either
lower camp or upper camp
musters on the hill in preparation
for the game. At muster, the OD
announces the rules of the game
and how the game is played to
the people participating. The
rules are that when you start
the game, you sneak your way
down the hill and try to touch

on the top of the wall with a
flashlight. If you are lit up by
a counselors flashlight, you are
told to go back to your cabin
and your chances of winning
are over. The object of the
game is to remain completely
silent and hidden behind
objects in the forest to make
sure the counselors do not
hear you. This is difficult when
there are leaves all around the
wall and sticks that snap when
you step on them. This is all
part of the challenge of the
game. If you get the chance to
play, you should really try your
hardest because it is really fun.

NEW YORK CITY: SHOHOLA STYLE
RAFA PALLARES
CABIN 15
Pranking is one of the most
delicate things on camp, but also
one of the most fun. You see, pranks
have to be funny and creative, but
they also have to be easy to clean
or pick up. There are two types of
pranks: camp pranks and pranks
to cabins. Camp pranks are funny
things that you do somewhere in
camp, like moving all the tables
and benches from the dining hall to
the waterfront and eating breakfast
there (as the Working Senior ‘12
crew did this year), or moving the
CommTech veranda to the hill,

or decorating the hill as New
York City (after the baseball
game). Pranking a cabin is
when you do something to a
specific cabin, like hiding their
trunks or stealing all of the
bathroom doors and lightbulbs.
Pranks are one of the biggest
parts of Camp Shohola and
camp would not be the same
without them. Plus, if you do
not know how to prank the
right way, and you over-prank
someone, well...you do not
want to see what that looks like.

PLEASE DON’T STOP THE MUSIC
MIKE RYAN
WORKING SENIOR
Each time a dance night
comes, the Hill is filled with
shouts of campers pushing
others out of their way for the
want of a decent shower. After
their showers, most are rushing
to pick clothes and layer on
deodorant. Of course there are
kids who say they dont really
care because, “its not that big of
a deal”, but after not seeing girls
for two weeks, deep inside there
is no doubt that they are scared,
excited, and borderline psychotic.
When either the girls
come to Shohola or we arrive at

Netimus, there is awkwardness
followed by small groups of
people talking. At every dance,
whether it is obvious or not, I
can guarantee you will see
the occasiontional kid who is
dancing from beginning to end.
Most think the dance
wont be fun; but when the
music is blasting, and DJ
Malcolm is playing everyone’s
favorite song, “Call Me
Maybe” everyone is on their
feet having fun by the end.
And it is only two more weeks
until the next night of chaos.

SLEEPY TIME IN THE AFTERNOON
JACKSON ADLER write an article for the Argus.
It gives free time within the
CABIN 15
Rest Hour is a magical
time of day. After three long
and fun activities and a filling
lunch, everyone needs a nice
break from action to rest for an
hour. Depending on who your
counselor is, your rest hour can
go one of two ways: it can be
completely silent or half and
half where you have time to play
games and talk to your friends in
the second half of the hour. Rest
Hour is also a great time to write
a letter home to your family or

cabin to organize your area or
read a book you need to finish
for school. After an hour or
more of a break from camp
fun, you get to return to your
activities and continue your
day. This is a much needed
part of the day so that kids do
not get cramps in swimming
or kids do not get sick from
running too much after eating.
Plus, the rest we get can
allow for recovery from the
morning and preparedness
for
the
afternoon.

STOOR RY Y Y TIIMMMEE!
A FORESTED ADVENTURE
BY: JONATHAN “GIBBY” GIBSON
CABIN 3
“Mom! Dad! Are we
there yet?” Jason had been
riding along in the back seat
of his parents car for what felt
like a year. In reality, they had
only been driving for a little
over an hour. They had been
driving to a magical place full
of wonderment and awe and
Jason couldn’t wait to be there.
“Not yet Jason, We’re
about half way there. But we
can stop once we get into the
mountains to see some sights!”
Jason smiled at his dad and
thought of seeing all that the
mountains can offer. He was
born and raised in a city so the
thought of being surrounded
by trees excited him. The
smell of the air, the quiet
murmur of the forest, all of it
were things Jason wanted to
experience. He snuggled back
into the den he had created for
himself and quietly escaped
into a trance as he thought of
what adventures the summer
would hold. He stared at
the window and watched the
world pass by. He began to see
mountains off in the distance
which instantly snapped him
out of his waking dreams.
“Mom! Dad! I see the

mountains!” Jason pressed his
face against the window and
was instantly surprised with
how cold the glass was but the
clear view of the mountains
instantly erased any discomfort.
“There’s a cute little lake
on the map we can stop at Jay.
We can even go for a little swim
and cool off!” Jason smiled at
the thought of swimming in a
lake. All he’d ever swam in
before was a chlorine filled pool
that stung his eyes whenever he
opened them. The thought of
being able to swim with his eyes
open without wearing goggles
excited him and he spent the rest
of the drive to the lake thinking
about all the things he would
do when they got to the lake.
Sure enough, he saw a break in
the trees and behind them was
a large crystal clear lake. He
saw lily-pads and birds and all
sorts of woodland creatures.
He marveled at the sight of
the unbroken naturalness and
as soon as the car stopped
he kicked off his shoes and
ran straight into the water.
“Jay! Put on your bathing
suit first!” Jason stopped in his
tracks and nervously smiled
back at his mother. He quickly

Did I ever tell you my friend
how often you were in my thoughts,
how strong a hold you keep on my heart,
to see you as time passes by.
How good it is to see you again,
to run your courses of days,
strung along by all that you demand
and binding me by all that I receive,
no matter even how utterly weary
you make me feel,
asking me again and again,
so much and still even more.
But, did I ever tell you
that I don’t mind, I don’t mind at all.
That I don’t mind the endless chores you ask of me,
the countless times I climb your hill.
That I don’t mind your pacy bustle,
pushing decibels till silence is just no longer there.
That I don’t mind the strain my tolerance takes
by your omni-present radiance.
That I don’t mind being bombarded
by the eager, explosive minds you harbor,
nor by the constant pressure of things to do,
to ask, to think of, to arrange, to get, to remember.

ran back into the car to don
his bathing suit. Once he was
happily swimming around the
lake he noticed something in
the water. A large fish was
swimming around beneath the
surface of the lake snatching up
any bits of food it could find.
He plunged his head beneath
the water and was greeted with
the largest fish he had seen in
his entire life! The fish slowly
approached Jason, eying him
up carefully before swimming
off to find more food. Jason
quickly swam back to the shore
at the sound of his mother’s
voice calling him to lunch. After
eating and sharing his story of
the fish he helped his parents
clean up before once again
setting off to lands unknown.
“Jason, we’re here.”
Jason perked up at the sound of
his father’s voice. He had fallen
asleep staring out the window
watching the mountains grow in
the distance. He looked around
and saw all sorts of amazing
things. There were kids his age
playing basketball with kids
twice his age and there was a big
lake with boats, docks, and even
a trampoline. His mom told him
it was time to repack all his things

because his new counselors
were there to help carry all his
things to his new cabin. After a
rush of introductions Jason was
finally allowed to run off and
explore the camp. He instantly
took off, running all over the
place asking whoever was near
what things were. He heard
names like Rec Hall, Dinning
Hall, Nature Cabin, Commtech,
and Infirmary. Once he had
finished running around camp
seeing everything he was
allowed to he took a minute
to look at things a little more
closely. He saw bushes filled
with berries and decided to pick
a few and eat them. He found
blueberries and black berries
and then out of the corner of his
eye he saw what looked like a
trail leading back into the forest.
He grabbed a few more berries
and then slowly at first walked
along the path and after awhile
he came to a small wooden
building. He looked into the
building and then a small deer
came bounding out of the
building and off into the forest.
Jason smiled and thought of
what an awesome story this
would make so he quickly
rushed off to find his parents.

For did I ever tell you my friend
how much I love you.
How much I love your early morning mist,
silently surrounding those pretty little lillies.
How much I love your cold torrential rains,
lashing violently down amidst the thunder.
How much I love your darkest nights
and marvel at the million stars.
How much I love your bright blue skies,
the sunlight streaming through your leaves.
How much I love your intensity,
your vibrant character always there.
How much I love your pulsing energy,
flowing in and out like tidal waves.
And- Oh I know
the sweet rick of my sentiment,
the fear of tears I try to avoid.
But how can I mind,
why should I mind at all,
when in the end, all I mind
is saying good-bye to you.
Poem Originally Written By: Erna Horn
Brought Back to Shohola’s Eyes By: Ali Bayne
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